
Unit 5

Unrest and Revolt in Texas

1821-1836



Texas Revolution

For these notes – you write 
the slides with the red
titles!!!



Timeline
• 1824 – Mexican Constitution of 1824

• 1828 – Mier y Teran Report

• April 6, 1830 – Law of April 6

• 1832 – Turtle Bayou Resolution

• January 1834 – Austin’s Arrest

• 1835- Battle of Gonzales

• March 2, 1836 Declaration of Independence

• February 23 – March 6, 1836 Battle of the Alamo

• March 6, 1836 Fall of the Alamo

• March 27, 1836 – Mass Execution of men at Goliad

• April 21, 1836 Battle of San Jacinto

• May 1836 Treaties of Velasco



Important People
• George Childress – chaired the committee in charge of writing the Texas Declaration of 

Independence

• Lorenzo de Zavala – helped write the Texas Declaration of Independence and helped design 
the ad interim government at Washington-on-the Brazos; was elected Vice President of the 
new republic

• James Fannin – led the Texans at Coleto Creek and surrendered to Urrea; later he was 
executed at Goliad by order of Santa Anna

• Sam Houston – leader of the Revolutionary Army during the Texas Revolution

• Antonio López de Santa Anna – dictator of Mexico, and military leader of the Mexican Army 
during the Texas Revolution

• Juan Seguín – served with Travis at the Alamo, but survived because he was sent out as a 
messenger to warn Sam Houston about the events at the Alamo. He continued to serve 
under Sam Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto.

• William B. Travis –military leader of the Texas forces at the Alamo; was killed by Mexican 
forces at the Alamo

• James (Jim) Bowie - Pioneer, knife fighter, soldier, & military leader at the Alamo until he fell 
sick. Died at the Alamo

• David  (Davy) Crockett – Famous frontiersman, folk hero, soldier, & politician from 
Tennessee. He fought and died at the Alamo



Consultation of 1835
In Texas, leaders in the town of Columbia issued a call for a convention 
so people could discuss the situation with Cos and Santa Anna.

This convention was known as the CONSULTATION and was supposed 
to be held at Washington-on-the-Brazos on October 15… however 
because of military hostilities (think Battle of Gonzales)…

Colonists had mixed opinions --

War PartyPeace Party
Thought war 
should be avoided 
at all costs

Thought Santa Anna 
had become a 
dictator (not good) 
and war               was 
their only option

it was delayed until Nov. 1.



Consultation 1835
• Split into two sides

– Pro peace group-
• Wanted the Constitution of 1824 restored 

• Feared that declaring independence would lose Tejano support 

• Felt they were loyal Mexican citizens 

– Pro war group-
• Argued that Texas should declare independence 

• Compromise-
– Delegates pledged loyalty to Mexico 

– Only used force to defend themselves 

– Warned that if the Constitution of 1824 was not 
restored, Texas would declare independence 



2nd Battle of Anahuac

General 
Cos

The Texans were complaining about how 
the taxes at Anahuac were being collected 
unfairly. Several Texans were thrown in 
jail. ANOTHER battle was started and the 
Mexican official at Anahuac was forced to 
surrender and leave Texas!

Some Texans disagreed with what the Texans had done and wrote a letter 
of apology to General Martin Perfecto de Cos, Santa Anna’s brother-in-law 
and commander of the Mexican forces in Coahuila.

He arrested the 
offending Texans 
(including Lorenzo 
de Zavala)

In early 1835, trouble began 
again in Anahuac!

Apology NOT 
accepted!



Battle of 

Gonzales

• General Urgartechea hears there is a 6 pound 
cannon in the town of Gonzales.

• Texans refused to return the cannon.

• When the Mexican army arrived, the Texans 
fired on the Mexicans forcing them to retreat
to San Antonio. 

• This battle showed that the Texans were 
willing to use military force if necessary.

• The Battle of Gonzales is the battle that began
the revolution!



Battle of Gonzales

• First battle of the Texas Revolution – October 2, 1835

• Citizens of Gonzales would not give up a cannon that 
was given to them by the Mexican government to 
protect them from American Indians.

• A militia led by J.H. Moore flew a flag over the cannon 
which said “Come and Take It”.

• Lieutenant Francisco Castaneda led 100 men to 
Gonzales to take the cannon.

• The militia fired the cannon on October 2 at the 
Mexican soldiers, a battle began, and so did the Texas 
Revolution



Meanwhile:

To be continued…..

President Santa Anna and 6,000 

Mexican soldiers marched north 

towards Texas, bent on revenge



The Mexican Army advances

General José de Urrea

approached from 

Matamoros towards 

Goliad

By February 1836, Santa Anna was 

crossing the Rio Grande marching 

towards San Antonio



Sam Houston was 

alarmed by how 

unprepared the Texans 

were, and ordered the 

Alamo destroyed and 

its artillery removed.

Houston sent Jim Bowie

to San Antonio to evaluate 

the situation there.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Samuel_houston.jpg


In January 1836, Jim Bowie arrived at the Alamo

with 25 men, and decided the Alamo should not 

be destroyed.

Because of Bowie’s recommendation,

Governor Smith ordered Lieutenant Colonel 

William B. Travis to raise a 

force and head to

San Antonio.

Col. Travis



A few days after Travis arrived, 

Davy Crockett arrived with a 

dozen volunteers from 

Tennessee.

James Bonham soon followed 

with a volunteer force from 

Alabama.



William B. Travis was put in 

command of the Alamo in 

February 1836

Jim Bowie argued with Travis over

control of the troops, but finally 

agreed to share command with him





The Battle of the Alamo

13 Days that forever changed the 
history of North America



The Alamo was built as a mission, 

not a fort. So the

Texans had to 

work hard to 

build higher and 

thicker walls, 

add cannons, 

and add high 

fences made of 

stakes

The Alamo needed about 1,000 soldiers to 

properly defend it, but would never have more 

than 200



Santa Anna’s army arrives

• On February 23, Mexican force arrives in San 
Antonio

• Mexican forces quietly occupy San Antonio 
and begin surrounding the Alamo.





Bowie and Travis

• Bowie estimated that 1,000 troops would be 
needed to defend the Alamo. 

• They believed that holding the Alamo at any 
cost was vital to the future of Texas 

• The mission walls were incomplete, 
hampering the defense. 





Victory or Death
• Travis wrote several messages to the people 

of Texas and to the United States asking for 
assistance 

• Travis received little response to his pleas for 
aid because the Texas forces were poorly 
organized.

• On March 1, only 32 reinforcements arrived 
at the Alamo from Gonzales.





James Bonham

•Lifelong friend of William Travis

•Sent on several missions to get 
help from Texans around the 
Alamo

•Reportedly went to Goliad 
where Fannin refused to move

•Rode through the Mexican lines 
in order to get back into the 
Alamo



Red Flag of Death

• Mexican buglers played throughout the night 
to keep the Alamo defenders unnerved.

• The song they played, “Deguello” was the 
song of death, and let the defenders know 
they would all die if they fought





Facing Certain Death 

• On March 5, Travis explained to his troops 
that remaining at the Alamo meant certain 
death.

• According to legend, he drew a line on the 
ground with his sword and invited those who 
wished to stay to cross the line.

• Almost 200 men decided to stay and fight for 
their beliefs.



The Final Battle Begins

• The final assault began on the morning of 
March 6, 1836 at 5:30 A.M.

• Santa Anna had stopped the cannon fire the 
night before to allow the Texans to sleep.





The Bloody Battle

• The North wall fell first, where William Travis 
was killed early in the Fighting

• The men retreated to the long barracks 
where the bloodiest of the fighting took 
place.

• Bowie was killed in his cot too sick to take 
part in the battle











The Alamo Falls

• The Mexican army turned the Texan cannons 
on the Texans and forced them toward the 
chapel. 

• The chapel was the last area to fall.  By that 
time all but a few defenders were killed

• According to Mexican sources about 7 men 
survived the fighting, including Davy 
Crockett. They were taken prisoner.





Casualties

• All but a few of the 200 defenders of the 
Alamo are killed in battle.  The prisoners are 
executed.

• Santa Anna reports 70 of his men killed, 
while reports claim as many as 400 men 
killed

• Susanna Dickinson, wife of an Alamo 
defender and her infant daughter survive as 
well as Travis’ slave, Joe and a few others are 
allowed to go free.





Results

• Santa Anna, when asked about the battle 
claims, “it was but a small affair.”

• However, Santa Anna lost around 400-600 
men, 300 injured, spent 2 weeks in San 
Antonio, and strengthened the will of Texans 
to fight 



A Tribute to Texas Heroes

• Instead of discouraging the people of Texas, 
the loss of the Alamo inspired other Texans 
to carry on the struggle.

• Sam Houston’s army adopted the battle cry 
“Remember the Alamo!”



The Alamo
• Sam Houston ordered the Alamo to be destroyed.

• James Bowie and James Neill decided that the Alamo was too 
important.

• James Bowie and William Travis began to recruit supporters.

• Santa Anna arrived in San Antonio.

• The Texans moved into the Alamo and for 13 days fought the 
Mexicans.

• The fall of the Alamo occurred on the morning of March 6, 
1836.

• 1800 Mexican troops fought against approximately 189 
Texans.

• All Texans were killed, and approximately 600 Mexican 
soldiers were also killed. (Various sources give other 
numbers)



Texas Declares Independence

The Convention of 1836 was held at Washington-

on-the-Brazos to vote on Independence



The vote for independence was unanimous

Although two of the 

signers were Tejano, many 

of the declaration 

Tejanos opposed 

the declaration



The Texas Constitution was modeled after the 

United States Constitution and guaranteed: 

•Freedom speech

•Freedom of the press

•Freedom of religion

•Right to trial by jury



But the constitution also legalized slavery, 

and required free blacks to petition Congress 

for permission to 

stay in Texas.

Among those who had to make a petition 

was Samuel McCulloch Jr., the first Texan 

to shed blood in the Revolution. 



Since Texas was at war and could not 

hold elections, an ad interim (temporary) 

government was installed until elections 

could be held.



President Vice-President

David G. Burnet Lorenzo de Zavala



Runaway Scrape

Sam Houston left the convention 

and headed for San Antonio.

The scouts found the Alamo survivors and brought

them back to Gonzales where they told the story 

of the Alamo.

In Gonzales , he heard rumors of 

the fall of the Alamo and sent 

scouts lead by Deaf Smith to find 

out what happened. Deaf Smith



Word came that Santa Anna was 

approaching Gonzales, so Houston ordered 

the town burned and took his army east.

Sam Houston used the retreat to gain time to 

train his army, as well as to tire out the larger 

Mexican force

chasing them.



Convention of 1836

• Texas delegates met at Washington-on-the-
Brazos.

• Declared independence from Mexico on 
March 2, 1836

• Wrote a constitution to form an ad interim 
government for the Republic of Texas



Urrea Sweeps Northward to Refugio

• During the Alamo siege, the 
second unit of the Mexican 
army, under General José 
Urrea, advanced through 
South Texas.

• Urrea defeated and killed 
Texan soldiers at San Patricio, 
Refugio, Goliad and Victoria.



James Fannin at Goliad

• Col. James Fannin was 
stationed at Presidio La 
Bahia at the town of Goliad.

• Fannin had 450 men under 
his command, and had 
renamed the presidio Fort 
Defiance.

• William Travis had sent 
requests for Fannin to bring 
his men to the Alamo, but 
Fannin did not go.





Houston orders Fannin to retreat

• General Houston had ordered Fannin and his 
men to retreat from Goliad to the city of 
Victoria to meet with his army.

• Fannin was indecisive and waited too long 
before beginning the march to Victoria.



Fannin Delays His Departure

• On March 19, while Fannin
and his men rested in a 
field near Coleto Creek, 
Urrea’s troops surrounded 
them.

• Fannin assembled his 300 
troops in a square and 
three times drove back the 
Mexican army of 450 to 
600 men.



Mexicans

Texans



Advantages and Disadvantages

• The Mexican soliders had the advantage of 
fighting from the cover of the woods 
surrounding the prairie.

• The Texans were out in the open and had little 
cover and no water.  This meant they had no 
way to cool their cannon and keep them from 
overheating.



Texans Surrender
• On March 20, Fannin and 

his officers decided to 
surrender to General 
Urrea.

• Under the surrender 
General Fannin thought 
the men would be treated 
fairly.

• General Urrea insisted that 
the surrender agreement 
was a “surrender at 
discretion.”



Texans Surrender

• The Texans are 
marched back to 
the fort at Goliad 
and imprisoned 
there.

• Most of the men 
are confined in the 
church and did not 
receive water or 
food



Urrea’s Instructions

• Urrea left Goliad and moved 
part of his army to Victoria, 
leaving Lt. Col. Portilla in 
command at Goliad.

• Urrea tells Portilla,

"Treat the prisoners with 
consideration, particularly 
their leader, Fannin, and to 
employ them in rebuilding 
Goliad."



Santa Anna’s “Cruel Necessity”

• Urrea wrote to Santa 
Anna, asking that he be 
allowed to spare the 
prisoners’ lives.

• Santa Anna ordered their 
immediate execution, 
calling them pirates, 
fearing that if he let the 
Texans go they would 
join others in rebellion.



Santa Anna’s “Cruel Necessity”

• Santa Anna writes 
Portilla a letter 
instructing him to carry 
out the execution of the 
men.

• Portilla is furious, but as 
a good solider he 
follows his orders.



Gen. SANTA ANNA to Lt. Col. Portilla:
26 Mar 1836.  Order dated 23 Mar.

“I am informed that there have been sent to you by General Urrea, 
234 prisoners, taken in the Battle of Coletto on the 19th and 20th of 
Mar; and, as the supreme government has ordered that all foreigners
be taken with arms in their hands, making war upon the nation, shall 
be treated as pirates, I have been surprised that the law of the 
supreme government has not been fully complied with…I therefore 
order that you should execute all those foreigners, who have yielded 
to the force of arms, having had the audacity to come and insult the 
Republic, to devastate with fire and sword, as has been the case in 
Goliad, causing vast detriment to our citizens; in a word, shedding 
the precious blood of Mexican citizens, whose only crime has been 
fidelity to their country.  I trust that, in reply to this, you will inform 
me that public vengeance has been satisfied, by the punishment of 
such detestable delinquents.  I transcribe the said decree of the 
government for your guidance, and, that you may strictly fulfill the 
same, in the zealous hope, that for the future, the provisions of the 
supreme government may not for a moment be infringed.”



Lt. Col. Portilla to Gen. Urrea:
26 Mar 1836. From the Commandant at Goliad to Gen. Urrea.

“In compliance with the definitive orders of his excellency 
the general-in- chief, which I received direct, at 4:00 AM 
tomorrow morning, the prisoners sent by you to this 
fortress will be shot.  I have not ventured to execute the 
same sentence on those who surrendered to Col. Vara, at 
Copano, being unacquainted with the particular 
circumstances of their surrender; and I trust you will be 
pleased to take upon yourself to save my responsibility in 
this regard, by informing me what I am to do with them. “



Lt. Col. Portilla to Gen. Urrea:
27 Mar 1836.

“I feel much distressed at what has occurred here; 
a scene enacted in cold blood having passed before 
my eyes which has filled me with horror.  All I can 
say is, that my duty as a soldier, and what I owe to 
my country, must be my guaranty.”



Santa Anna’s “Cruel Necessity”

• On Palm Sunday, March 27, the prisoners were 
marched out of the fort in 3 groups in different 
directions and were shot.

• Many thought they were being taken out to work 
in the fields, or perhaps being released.

• Some Mexican soldiers did not agree with Santa 
Anna’s decision and fired over the heads of the 
Texans, allowing them to escape  into the nearby 
woods.







Gen. Urrea’s Reaction to the
Massacre in His Journal:

“It was painful to me, also, that so many brave men should thus be 
sacrificed, particularly the much esteemed and fearless Fannin.  They 
doubtlessly surrendered confident that Mexican generosity would not 
make their surrender useless, for under any other circumstances they 
would have sold their lives dearly, fighting to the last.  I had due 
regard for the motives that induced them to surrender, and for this 
reason I used my influence with the general-in-chief to save them, if 
possible, from being butchered, particularly Fannin.  I obtained from 
His Excellency only a severe reply, repeating his previous order, 
doubtlessly dictated by cruel necessity.”



Urrea’s Regret

• After the execution of the men at Goliad, 
Urrea writes in his journal:

“I used my influence with the general-in-chief 
to save them, if possible, from being 
butchered, particularly Fannin. I obtained 
from His Excellency only a severe reply, 
repeating his previous order, doubtlessly 
dictated by cruel necessity.” 



Mexican Generosity

• Many Mexican soldiers 
worked to save as 
many of the Texans as 
possible.

• Francita Alavez, the 
wife of an office, saved 
many men while 
treating the wounded 
soliders. 

• She became known as 
the “Angel of Goliad”



Lessons from the Alamo and Goliad

• Texans fought bravely but managed their 
affairs poorly.

• The fighting revealed a lack of cooperation 
among Texas forces.

• Houston became convinced not to let his 
forces separate into small groups.



Goliad Massacre

• Colonel James Fannin surrendered his 300 
men at the Battle of Coleto because he was 
pinned on the open prairie.

• Texans fought the Mexicans off, but Fannin
decided to surrender to prevent more deaths.

• Captives were marched to Goliad, and Urrea
told them they were not going to be killed, but 
Santa Anna ordered the captives to all be shot 
on March 21.



Santa Anna Remains in Texas

– The Texian defeats at the Alamo and in South 
Texas allowed Santa Anna to move into Central 
Texas unopposed

– Santa Anna wanted to leave Texas and let 
General Vicente Filisola finish the war.



General Vicente Filisola 

– Santa Anna was 
convinced the Texians 
were beaten

– Filisola realized the task 
of defeating the men 
with Houston would not 
be easy.  

– He convinced Santa 
Anna to stay.



Sam Houston Builds the 
Texas Army

– Houston arrived at 
Gonzales on March 11 
and found 370 men 
ready to join the fight.

– Realizing the army 
needed training, 
Houston began a 
withdrawal from 
Gonzales on March 13



Houston’s Army Retreats

– With 400 Troops, Houston retreated East toward 
the Colorado River, hoping to pick up additional 
men

– The army grew to nearly 1,000 volunteers as it 
moved East

– Houston learned that Fannin and his soldiers 
had been captured



Texian attitudes

– Houston’s soldiers became resentful because their 
homes were being destroyed and they wanted to 
fight the Mexican soldiers

– Houston believed that his forces were still too 
weak and needed more time to train.



Panic Causes Runaway Scrape

– Fearing the Mexican army would move in 
and harm them, hundreds of Texas 
families moved east

– Heavy rains and sickness made the 
journey miserable



The movement became known as the 
runaway scrape



Houston Trains his Army

– On March 28, 
Houston’s army 
reached the 
Brazos River, 

– but two 
companies 
refused to retreat 
any farther.



Left behind as river guard

– Leaving the two companies to guard the river 

crossing, Houston and the main army moved 

north along the Brazos to Groce’s Plantation

– Houston trained his army for almost 2 weeks



Scouts!



Juan Seguin

• Helps Texas civilians escape

• destroys heavy supplies Texans 
cannot carry

• Learns of deaths at the Alamo

• protect Texas Army flanks (sides) 
and rear as Texians retreat. 



Hendrick Arnold

– Being an African-American, Arnold posed as a 
“runaway slave” and moved through the Mexican 
army camps gathering information for Houston



“Deaf” Smith

• Fluent in Spanish, Smith 
infiltrates camps in 
disguise as a Mexican

• He too sends 
information on Santa 
Anna’s march route and 
men’s condition to 
General Houston



The Mexican Army Follows Houston

On April 5, Santa Anna crossed the Colorado River and 
tried to overtake the Texans



Houston continued to move

– Houston moved Southeast toward the San Jacinto River 

– On  April 11, 1836 He received a gift from the people of 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  



Twin Sisters

– Two cannons called the “Twin Sisters”

– Having lost the Texas artillery at the Alamo, Goliad and 
during the runaway scrape, this could not have come at a 
better time 



What was Houston doing?

• Many Texans felt Houston was heading to 
Louisiana-running for safety to the USA



General Edmund P. Gains

• Others thought he might get military aid from 
General Edmund P. Gaines commander of US 
Army in Louisiana



• Instead, Houston continued to move south to 
Harrisburg and prepared to fight.



Battle of San Jacinto

After gathering supplies and 

training his troops during the 

Runaway Scrape, Houston 

marched his troops down 

Buffalo Bayou towards 

Santa Anna’s camp.

Houston found that Santa Anna camped out in 

the open in a vulnerable spot, and camped his 

men in a spot that was partially hidden in a 

grove of trees



The day before the battle, there were several 

small fights. In one of the fights, a private named 

Mirabeau B. Lamar saved the 

lives of two Texans and was 

promoted to Colonel and put

in charge of the cavalry.



Before the battle, Houston sent Deaf Smith on a 

special mission to destroy the bridge at 

Vince's Bayou.

This  effectively destroyed the retreat route for 

both the Mexican army as well as his Texans .



words 

On April 21, 1836 Houston ordered his army to 

attack the exhausted Mexican soldiers as they 

took their afternoon siestas.



Taken by surprise, 630 Mexican soldiers were 

killed and 730 captured in 18 minutes of fighting



The next day, Santa Anna was captured while 

hiding in the nearby marshes.

Texas Independence was secured.



Battle of San Jacinto

• April 21, 1836

• Shortest battle in history – 18 minutes

• Sam Houston led the Texas forces – 800 men

• Santa Anna led the Mexican forces – 1300 men

• Houston burned every way out of San Jacinto and 
attacked the Mexican Army about 3:00 p.m.

• Santa Anna was captured the next day and 
surrendered to Sam Houston


